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                        MASS TIMES

             

  Second Sunday of Easter, The Divine Mercy                                          15th & 16th April 2023

You can �nd us on                       
Instagram  
(pittwater_parish)

Parish
of Pittwater
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    We pray for  the spread of
peace and non-violence, by 

decreasing the use of  weapons by
states and citizens

               

      A warm welcome to all 
      our parishioners and 
          visitors who are 
  celebrating the Eucharist 
with us at Pittwater Parish
      Sacred Heart Church
                        and
      Maria Regina Church

 Continue to practise good
  hygiene. Please use the
hand sanitisers provided
  in both of our Churches.

      “ Jesus, 
I trust in You!”
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  If you have used this
bulletin, please take it
      home with you.



��

Liturgy for the Week

17/04 Monday, 2nd week of Easter
               Acts 4:23-31; Jn 3:1-8
               

18/04 Tuesday, 2nd week of Easter
              Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7-15

19/04 Wednesday,  2nd week of               
                                 Easter       
               Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21
              

20/04 Thursday, 2nd week of Easter
               Acts 5:27-33; Jn 3:31-36

21/04 Friday, 2nd week of Easter
              Acts 5:34-42; Jn 6:1-15
                   
22/04 Saturday, 2nd week of Easter
 Acts 6:1-7; Jn 6:16-21
              

Use this App to support our 
Clergy through the �rst 

collection and our Parish 
through the second collection.

Donations can be made weekly, 
fortnightly,monthly or one-o�.

Scan the QR code above 
with your camera app 
and follow the prompts

Cashless  Fast  Secure

Thank you for your continued 
contributions and support.  Your 
�nancial contributions and your 
generous donations throughout 
the year are greatly appreciated.  

Scan to 
Give to our 

Parish of 
Pittwater

MASS TIMES

SACRED HEART CHURCH
1 Keenan Street, Mona Vale

Weekday Masses
Tuesday  8.30am

Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, 

Adoration, Reconciliation 
and Benediction from 8am, 

followed by Mass at 9.30am  
Wednesday 9.30am

Thursday 7pm
Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament, 
Adoration, Reconciliation 

and Benediction from 
7.30pm to 9pm

Friday 9.30am
First Friday of the Month, 

Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, 

Adoration, Reconciliation 
and Benediction from 9.30am, 

followed by Mass 
with Anointing of the Sick 

at 10.30am

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil 5.00pm 

Sunday 8.00am • 10.00am • 
6.00pm (SOUL) 

Reconciliation
4.00pm to 4.30pm Saturday

Baptism
4th Sunday - 11.30am

MARIA REGINA CHURCH
7 Central Road, Avalon

Weekday Masses
Monday  8am

Wednesday  8am
Thursday   10am 

9am Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, 

Adoration and Benediction 
at 9.45am

Friday 8am

Mass with Anointing of the 
Sick - First Friday of the 

Month at 8am

Weekend Masses
 Saturday Vigil 6.00pm

 Sunday 9.00am

Reconciliation
Before Vigil Mass on Saturday

Baptism
3rd Sunday - 11.00am
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BOOK REVIEW
                                                 The Contemplative Way 

                                             of  Prayer
                                              by: Robert Faricy SJ and Lucy Rooney SND
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                        MASS TIMES

Deceased Anniversary
���������������

��������������
     Sunday
 23 April 2023
at 10 am Mass

Please join at the Parish Centre
    after Mass for morning tea.



                                                   

�

 
 

A Pontifical Funeral Mass
        for His Eminence,
Cardinal George Pell AC
    will be held at 11 am
            onThursday, 
        2 February 2023
  at St Mary’s Cathedral,
               Sydney
After the Mass, Cardinal Pell’s body
         will be laid to rest in the 
          Cathedral’s  Crypt. 
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      Caritas Australia would like to 
THANK YOU for supporting Project 
Compassion 2023. If you still have your 
Project Compassion box or set of envelopes 
at home, please bring them back next week 
or visit caritas.org.au/project-compassion 
and donate online.
Your generosity will empower the world’s 
most vulnerable communities to grow 
stronger and lift themselves out of poverty.
Together, we can help vulnerable 
communities face their challenges today 
and build a better tomorrow For All Future 
Generations. 
You can donate through Project Compassion 
donation boxes/envelopes available from 
your parish, by visiting 
caritas.org.au/project-compassion, 
or by calling 1800 024 413.

 
LORE

Welcome to
Pittwater Parish

�����������������
on the

9th of April 2023
at

Sacred Heart Church
Mona Vale

for the
Sacrament of

Baptism
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The other Saint of Divine Mercy: Blessed Michał Sopoćko
                             by Dawn Beutner The Catholic World Report

 

When we think about the Divine Mercy 
image, novena, or chaplet, it’s hard not 
to think about two great saints as well. 
Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska 
(1905-1938) was a Polish religious sister 
and mystic whose diary describes her 
visions involving Divine Mercy. Saint 
John Paul II (1920-2005) instituted the 
feast of Divine Mercy, following the 
instructions in Faustina’s diary, after he 
had become pope.
But, for many decades after Faustina’s 
death in Poland, it was a priest, Blessed 
Michał Sopoćko, who kept this devotion 
alive and in the hearts of Catholics all 
over the world.

When Michał was born in 1888, his 
hometown was known as 
Juszewszczyzna, Russia (now 
Nowosady, Poland). His family was 
persecuted by the czarist authorities both 
because they were Polish and because 
they were Catholic. Michał recognized 
God’s call to the priesthood; he was 
ordained in 1914, serving as a parish 
priest until 1918. He then became a 
military chaplain and even accompanied 
Polish soldiers on the front lines during 
a war with Russia. He later entered the 
seminary for advanced studies and 
completed a doctorate in theology.

Michał was clearly an intelligent, 
hard-working priest, eventually serving 
as spiritual director to seminarians, 
regional coordinator for military 
chaplains, rector of a parish, and head of 
a theology department. In 1933, he was 
asked to add another responsibility to his 
priestly life, serving as the confessor and 
spiritual director to the Sisters of Our 
Lady of Mercy in the city of Vilnius.

That’s when he met an unusually gifted 
and devout woman: Maria Faustina 
Kowalska. Sister Faustina had been 
receiving visions of our Lord for some 
time, visions in which Jesus appeared to 
her and insisted that she share a message 
of God’s love and mercy with the entire 
world. Her superiors and confessors 
didn’t believe her, with the single 
exception of Jesuit priest Joseph 
Andrasz. Struggling to understand these 
messages, discouraged by those around 
her, and limited by her own lack of 
education, Sister Faustina humbly 
begged our Lord to send her a spiritual 
director who could help her discern 
God’s will. When she saw Father Michał 
Sopoćko for the first time, the voice in 
her soul told her that he was the one.

Father Sopoćko listened to Faustina and 
evaluated her mystical experiences 
carefully. He asked her to keep a written 
journal of what she experienced in her 
relationship with the Lord, which she 
obediently did. He helped her find an 
artist, Eugeniusz Kazimirowski, to paint 

an image of Jesus Christ according to 
the vision she had seen. He did not scoff 
at her inspiration to establish a new 
religious congregation, although he 
encouraged her to remain in her own 
congregation for various reasons. He 
supported her through spiritual direction 
as she suffered from debilitating ill 
health, ridicule from other sisters, and 
spiritual difficulties.

Demonstrating that even saints need 
spiritual direction, Faustina destroyed 
her earliest journal at one point when an 
angel appeared to her and told her to 
burn her diary, proving Saint Paul’s 
admonition (2 Cor 11:14) that Satan can 
even disguise himself as an angel to 
mislead us. Fortunately, Faustina never 
disobeyed Father Sopoćko again, and, at 
the time of her death in 1938, she left 
behind 700 handwritten pages describing 
her experiences, visions, and spiritual 
reflections.

As a priest, Father Sopoćko was 
assigned various tasks over the years 
following Faustina’s death. During 
World War II, he secretly supported 
Polish Jews, who were constantly being 
persecuted under the Nazis, and he 
narrowly escaped arrest and 
imprisonment for doing so. After the 
war, he served as a seminary professor 
and taught many subjects. But the 
devotion that Faustina described, now 
known as devotion to the Divine Mercy, 
influenced the rest of Father Sopoćko’s 
life.

Not only did a love of God’s mercy 
inspire his own priestly service, he 
promoted the devotion to others. He 
organized the printing of prayers and 
litanies, including the now-famous 
Divine Mercy chaplet and novena. He 
made sure the Divine Mercy image 
painted by Kazimirowski was publicly 
displayed on the Sunday after Easter, 
and he preached about its meaning. 
There were 150 Divine Mercy centers in 
Poland just thirteen years after Sister 
Faustina’s death, and he wrote articles 
about God’s mercy in Polish magazines 
for decades. He passed on Divine Mercy 
materials to other priests, including a 
Marian priest who was the first one to 
bring the devotion to the US. He 
remembered Faustina’s insistence about 
founding a new religious congregation 
and wrote the constitution for what is 
now the Congregation of the Sisters of 
the Divine Mercy.

Michał Sopoćko died on February 15, 
1975, just a few years shy of the total 
vindication of Saint Faustina’s writings, 
after having spent a lifetime promoting 
devotion to God’s mercy. He was 
declared a blessed on September 28, 
2008 in Bialystok, Poland, as a result of 
his own holy life.
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Please add these dates to your calendar. 
If you have any questions 
or would like to be a group facilitator, 
please contact Sonia on
 sacraments@pittwaterparish.org
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The Living Word  

Entrance Antiphon                    1 Pt 2:2

Like newborn infants, you must long for 
the pure, spiritual milk,
that in him you may grow to salvation, 
alleluia.

First Reading                       Acts 2:42-47
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
The faithful lived together and owned 
everything in common.
 
The whole community remained faithful 
to the teaching of the apostles, to the 
brotherhood, to the breaking of bread and 
to the prayers.
The many miracles and signs worked 
through the apostles made a deep 
impression on everyone.
The faithful all lived together and owned 
everything in common; they sold their 
goods and possessions and shared out the 
proceeds among themselves according to 
what each one needed.
They went as a body to the Temple every 
day but met in their houses for the 
breaking of bread; they shared their food 
gladly and generously; they praised God 
and were looked up to by everyone. Day 
by day the Lord added to their 
community those destined to be saved.

The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm          
Ps 117:2-4. 13-15. 22-24. R. v.1

(R.) Give thanks to the Lord for he is 
good, his love is everlasting.

Let the sons of Israel say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let the sons of Aaron say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let those who fear the Lord say:
'His love has no end.'   (R)

I was thrust, thrust down and falling
but the Lord was my helper.
The Lord is my strength and my song;
he was my saviour.
There are shouts of joy and victory
in the tents of the just.(R)

The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes.
This day was made by the Lord;
we rejoice and are glad. (R)

Second Reading                      1 Pt 1:3-9
A reading from the first letter of 
St Peter
He has given us a new birth as his 
children, by raising Jesus Christ from the 
dead.

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy has 
given us a new birth as his sons, by 
raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so 
that we have a sure hope and the promise 
of an inheritance that can never be spoilt 
or soiled and never fade away, because it 
is being kept for you in the heavens. 
Through your faith, God’s power will 

guard you until the salvation which has 
been prepared is revealed at the end of 
time. This is a cause of great joy for you, 
even though you may for a short time 
have to bear being plagued by all sorts of 
trials; so that, when Jesus Christ is 
revealed, your faith will have been tested 
and proved like gold – only it is more 
precious than gold, which is corruptible 
even though it bears testing by fire – and 
then you will have praise and glory and 
honour. You did not see him, yet you love 
him; and still without seeing him, you are 
already filled with a joy so glorious that 
it cannot be described, because you 
believe; and you are sure of the end to 
which your faith looks forward, that is, 
the salvation of your souls.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation                 Jn 20:29

Alleluia, alleluia!

You believe in me, Thomas, because you 
have seen me;
happy those who have not seen me, but 
still believe!

Alleluia!

Gospel                                     Jn 20:19-31
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John
After eight days Jesus came in and stood 
among them.

In the evening of that same day, the first 
day of the week, the doors were closed in 
the room where the disciples were, for 
fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood 
among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be 
with you,’ and showed them his hands 
and his side. The disciples were filled 
with joy when they saw the Lord, and he 
said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.
‘As the Father sent me,
so am I sending you.’
After saying this he breathed on them 
and said:
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.
For those whose sins you forgive,
they are forgiven;
for those whose sins you retain,
they are retained.’
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of 
the Twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We 
have seen the Lord’, he answered, 
‘Unless I see the holes that the nails 
made in his hands and can put my finger 
into the holes they made, and unless I can 
put my hand into his side, I refuse to 
believe.’ Eight days later the disciples 
were in the house again and Thomas was 
with them. The doors were closed, but 
Jesus came in and stood among them. 
‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he 
spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; 
look, here are my hands. Give me your 
hand; put it into my side. Doubt no 
longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My 
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him:

‘You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and 
yet believe.’
There were many other signs that Jesus 
worked and the disciples saw, but they 
are not recorded in this book. These are 
recorded so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that believing this you may have life 
through his name.

The Gospel of the Lord

Communion Antiphon           1 Cor 5:7-8

Bring your hand and feel the place of the 
nails,
and do not be unbelieving but believing, 
alleluia.

REFLECTION
by Dianne Bergant CSA 

The themes for the second Sunday of 
Easter set the tone for the entire Easter 
season. They are all directed toward 
mystagogical instruction, primarily of the 
neophytes who were baptised during the 
Easter Vigil, but also of the whole 
Christian community. The readings for 
this season provide us an extended 
meditation on the resurrection and on 
our own incorporation into it through the 
mysteries of initiation.
Most of us are like Thomas who looked 
for some tangible evidence of the 
resurrection. We do not find it any easier 
to live by faith than he did. However, 
when we do live by faith, we actually 
discover tangible proof. This proof can 
be seen in the way the community 
reaches out in care and support to others. 
Jesus extends his wounded hands to us as 
he did to Thomas, and the community is 
invited to touch his wounds as we touch 
the wounds of our world. We find a 
similar situation in the reading from Acts 
where the fledgling Christian community 
grew in number as a result of the 
teaching of the apostles. So it has always 
been. Those who are not eye witnesses of 
the actual events are called, through the 
teaching of others, to witness to the 
power of the resurrection.
Although the blessings that we derive 
from the resurrection are clearly gifts 
from God, they are nonetheless costly 
gifts. They have been won through the 
blood of Christ, and we too may have to 
pay dearly for having received them.
                                                         © Dianne Bergant CSA 
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LOCAL PEOPLE CARING FOR LOCAL FAMILIES
Our team live, work and play on the Beaches. We understand the local community and a re here for you when you need us most. 
Whether it ’s to plan an immediate funeral for a loved one or plan ahead for your own with a p repaid funeral, we’ re here to help.

Contact us to find out mo re.

844 Pittwater Road, Dee Why
9971 4224

Cnr Bar renjoey Road & Darley St reet, Mona Vale
9979 5978

annwilsonfunerals.com.au

Award winning coffee 
beans available online

www.co�eebros.com.au

Purveyors of 
Specialty Coffee

 
Driven by a 
passion for 

community &  
quality. 

 

FIN

E WINE, SPIRITS & BEER

PAUL BOTTERO
1755 Pittwater Road

Mona Vale NSW 2103

Phone: 9999 3055
Fax: 9999 3055

FLEET STREET

MERCHANTS

PITTWATER
PHARMACY
COMPOUNDING CHEMIST

Ralph Papandrea
B.PHARM (Hons) MSc. MPS

Len Papandrea
B.PHARM. MPS

Sam Papandrea
B.PHARM. MPS

Andrew Snow
B.PHARM. MPS

1771 Pittwater Road
Mona Vale 2103

Ph: 9999 3398 Fax: 9999 3910

Advertising Space 
Available

For more information 
call the Parish O�ce on 

9157 0999  
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9999 5211
www.peninsulafunerals.com.au
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